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Founded in 1884, The Barstow School is a co-educational school 
where students in preschool through 12th grade develop in a 
challenging educational community. Barstow purchased a former 
Hy-Vee grocery store for its Innovation Campus, later dubbed 
IDEA Space KC. Once complete, it will become one of the largest 
centers for innovation, discovery, entrepreneurship and arts in 
the nation, serving as a community resource for students in the 
Kansas City metro to inspire and empower future workforces. 

Barstow’s marketing team was being pushed to its limits internally,  
and they knew they needed to make a marketing investment to 
help launch IDEA Space. The team brought in Crux to bring the 
center’s brand to life while providing clarity around its messaging 
and positioning within the marketplace.

Crux performed an extensive research audit including interviews 
with key stakeholders at Barstow and throughout the community. 
A naming study produced “IDEA Space KC, powered by Barstow,” 
an acronym derived from the four areas of focus at the center: 
innovation, discovery, entrepreneurship and the arts. From there, 
brand messaging and a modern brand identity and color palette  
was developed.  	
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At the hub of IDEA Space is our Collaborative Commons, the perfect 
collaboration place for civic meetings, corporate events, business 
planning, parties and other special events. With the comforts of a 
living room or your favorite coffee shop, the Commons will be open to 
the public year-round and include full A/V capabilities. Perfect for 
intimate meetings of just two people or events of 200. 

COLLABORATIVE COMMONS

Well-being includes both a honed mind as well as a healthy body. Our 
multi-use/athletics area will be the perfect spot for a variety of 
activities—from volleyball to pickleball, soccer to yoga, even batting 
practice. A large dance studio will accommodate 20 dancers and other 
exercise classes, and a large multi-purpose gym with interchangeable 
surfaces will serve local club or municipal sports teams. 

MULTI-USE / ATHLETICS

Anchoring IDEA Space is an early childhood education center, 
powered by The Barstow School, for children 6 weeks to 3 years 
old. Recognized as one of the top 10 independent schools in the 
nation, Barstow’s certified teachers and renowned curriculum will 
encourage discovery, play and lifelong learning.

DISCOVERY

Early childhood 
education center.

With a workshop area, prototype testing areas, and a fully 
equipped fabrication lab, makers and doers of all ages can use 
STEAM principles (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and 
Math) to solve real-world problems today with the ideas of the 
future. The area will include space for:

• Advanced manufacturing
• Artificial intelligence
• Augmented virtuality (AV) and 
 virtual reality (VR)
• Computer science
• Cybersecurity
• Data analytics

• Digital fabrication
• Electronics
• eSports
• Metalworking 
• Robotics
• Welding
• Woodworking

A high-tech STEAM Space. 
INNOVATION

Entrepreneurship, the beating heart of Kansas City, is both our 
foundation and our future. Developing the entrepreneurial 
mindset for young people requires a safe place to take risks, to 
fail forward and to find grit, resilience and perseverance.

ENTREPRENEURSHIP

A test space for student-
developed businesses.

Creating a safe place for artistic expression, the new facility will 
feature a 160-seat black box (experimental) theater that can be 
converted into an auditorium for performances and presentations 
of all types, including visual art exhibitions, author talks, theater 
camps and digital art development. Plus, a separate space will be 
dedicated to the region’s first high school-level esports team, 
with competitions and public events held in the theater.  

ARTS

A professional–caliber black 
box theater space. 
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65,000 SQ FT STEAM FACILITY

Your support and partnership will make an immeasurable impact on our community’s future. The Barstow 

School has been a pillar of educational excellence for 135 years, and we need other committed organizations to 

help us create 21st century leaders and a future that will enrich the community in which we work and live.

The IDEA Space Capital Campaign is seeking multiple donors — including corporations, foundations and 

individuals — at varying levels of commitment who are called to impact our community and region. We offer the 

opportunity for full partnership in strategy and execution of the campaign. 

Innovation Leader

We’re looking for one lead donor to sponsor the majority of the construction 

and development cost with a generous gift. Naming rights and co-branding 

are available in perpetuity for the entire 65,000-square-foot space. 

Discovery Partner

We are seeking multiple opportunities within the building for naming rights in 

perpetuity with industry exclusivity in the various spaces of IDEA Space. 

These gifts will make a substantial impact on our overall goal and ensure the 

success of our project.

Enrichment Supporter

For those who are called to support the vision of IDEA Space to enrich our 

community and region to foster thinkers, makers and doers. Gifts will 

enhance curiosity and empower our future workforce and leaders.

All Gifts Welcome

For those interested in supporting the overall mission of the IDEA Space 

and the goals of innovation, discovery, entrepreneurship, and arts. We 

are asking for gifts of varying sizes which are essential to make this 

space a reality.  

Thank you for your consideration-all gifts are truly and wholeheartedly 

appreciated and make such a difference. 

Please contact Jennifer Dreiling to learn more.  

IDEA Space KC

11511 State Line Road 

Kansas City, MO 64114

ideaspacekc.org

Ashley Stroud

Sr. Vice President of External Affairs

(913) 498–3558

ashley.stroud@ideaspacekc.org
Jennifer Dreiling

Vice President of External Development

(913) 488-8192

jennifer.dreiling@ideaspacekc.org

The power of an IDEA.

Kellye Crockett 

Executive Director

(816) 277-0413

kellye.crockett@ideaspacekc.org

MO & KS public school students 

who live in school districts 

within an 8-mile radius of our 

122nd & State Line location. 

*51% student diverse

54% free/reduced lunch eligibility 

Of this group of diverse students, 

more than 50% are underserved.*

hours of ongoing education 

each year to the

IDEA SPACE KC will provide

Sources: School district websites, Niche.con

91,400

>1.5M
Achievement is not just academic. It’s freedom and exploration, 

it’s unlocking the independent spirit inside us all.

We’re pleased to announce IDEA Space KC, one of the largest centers for innovation, discovery, 

entrepreneurship and arts in the nation. Powered by the educational excellence of The Barstow 

School, IDEA Space will serve as a community resource — open to the entire KC region — 

for thinkers, makers and doers, enhancing curiosity and empowering our future workforce. 

IDEA Space is a creative and collaborative workspace where hands-on teaching cultivates 

entrepreneurs, and experiential learning creates participants, not spectators.

Kansas City’s Future Center for

INNOVATION, DISCOVERY, 

ENTREPRENEURSHIP, ARTS

“ We are thrilled to see the IDEA Space come to 

 life in the heart of Leawood, Kansas. With the 

excellence of The Barstow School fueling 

education and innovation, everyone in our 

community can look towards a promising future.”

— Mayor Peggy Dunn, City of Leawood

“ Kansas City is recognized as a hub of 

innovation and entrepreneurship in the 

Midwest. The IDEA Space KC will be a great 

launching pad to educate the learners, 

 makers and doers of tomorrow.”

— Tim Cowden, President

 KC Area Development Council
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2100 Central, Suite 01a
Kansas City, MO 64108

(816) 381–2600
cruxkc.com

Results

The internal team at Barstow was able to better support IDEA Space 
because of the heavy lifting Crux accomplished, setting their entire 
team up for success. The Crux team worked in tandem with IDEA 
Space to build the brand from the ground up while making some key 
introductions to help build the IDEA Space brand in the local Kansas 
City business community.

Crux was able to deliver everything their team needed to begin 
reaching out to businesses, foundations and the community, and 
creating community partnerships. The engaging, visual collateral 
continues to help their development team strike up conversations 
and increase awareness.

“This wasn’t just a project that involved new programming. It was 
the largest fundraising campaign in school history,” said Jennifer 
Dreiling, Vice President of External Development for IDEA Space. 
“Crux provided fresh eyes to look at what we were doing and how 
we could position ourselves within the community. Providing us with 
tools to anchor our pitches was just critical.”
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